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Crux fidelis
Padre José Maurício Nunes Garcia (1767-1830)
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Crux fidelis

Crux fidelis, inter omnes arbor una nobilis:
nulla silva talem profert,
fronde, flore, germine.
Dulce lignum,
Dulces clavos,
dulce pondus sustinet.

Faithful cross,
above all other,
the one noble tree.
None in foliage, nor in blossom,
nor in fruit offers more:
sweetest wood and sweetest iron,
sweetest weight is hung on thee!

The hymn dates from 570 CE, from a larger Good Friday work 
entitled "Pange lingua." The story is told that it was first used 
in procession with a fragment of the True Cross. Text is by 
Saint Venantius Honorius Clementianus Fortunatus 
(c530-c609).


